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SIPs solution helps deliver stunning Agus home

STRUCTURAL  Insulated
Panels (SIPs) were used to
solve a complex design chal-
lenge in the creation of an
award-winning roundhouse
and bothy in Pitairlie, Angus.

Malcolm Cheyne and Angie
Strachan wanted to build a
new home in the hills over-
looking farmland. They de-
sired the house to be highly
insulated, sustainable and
blend in with existing tradi-
tional farm steadings on the
site.

Auchterarder-based  JML
Congracts said SIPs were
the “ideal” solution due to
their strength and durabil-
ity, which provide “superior
insulation”, resulting in ef-
ficient homes with low run-
ning costs. There is also no
requirement for roof trusses,
meaning the main feature of
the house - a vaulted conical

roundhouse roof - could be
achieved. When the house
was first engineered, JML
said this element was unat-
tainable. The initial design
had been for a large steel
structure, consisting of a
curved steel ring beam with
large steel beams connect-
ed and fixed to the floor via
posts to take the weight of
the proposed slated roof.

As well as an aesthetics
issue, the proposed steel
structure pushed the client
beyond their budget.

JML came on-board and
re-engineered the whole
house structure and bothy
as a SIPs design. By doing
so, the requirements for the
steel were removed and a
“truly unique and architectur-
ally stunning” room has been
created within budget.

The conical roof's nine me-

tre internal diameter is made
from 24 tapered SIP seg-
ments.

This rotunda, JML ex-
plained, increases  the
amount of panorama that
can be viewed from the roof
terrace and the bedroom.

Natural light is a constant
and much of the glazing has

been installed on opposing
facades.The locally-sourced
reclaimed natural stone and
slate used on the project
helped integrate the building
into its environment.

Malcolm said, “We were
completely set on our de-
sign for the roundhouse at
the start of this project. For

us it was really important that
not only did it fit into the lo-
cal building vernacular, but
also that internally it was as
seamless a structure as pos-
sible.

“We wanted to make the
conical shape a central fea-
ture and incorporate a lot of
glass to take advantage of
the beautiful views.

“We wanted to achieve this
using a sustainable product
which would create a home
that was exceptionally well
insulated, efficient to run
and fitted perfectly into the
overall landscape. Without
JMLU's creative approach to
a very complex design we
would not have been able to
achieve this.”

The project was honoured
with the ‘Best SIPs Home'
award at the national Built It
awards 2017.

Fleming Buildings fills new
contracts manager role

LENZIE-based Fleming Buildings has ap-
pointed Chris Wilson to the newly-created
role of contracts manager.

The move marks a further expansion of the
firm's senior team after the recent appoint-
ment of a business development manager.

Chris Wilson has more than 20 years’ ex-
perience in the construction industry, having
started as a joiner and progressed through
the ranks. He has experience across both
the public and private sectors, having worked
on projects including primary schools, retail

developments, care homes, hospitals and
housing.

Chris said, “It’s great to be working with
a growing company that has such a strong
track record. | am really looking forward to
being part of an already strong team that
continues to make real headway in the in-
dustry.”

Director Ronnie Burrows added, “We are
always looking for ways to enhance what we
do and Chris is part of our plan to keep mov-
ing the business forward.”
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